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À LIRE ATTENTIVEMENT AVANT DE TRAITER LE SUJET 

 
 
- Les candidats doivent remplir en totalité le bandeau situé en haut de chacune de leurs 
feuilles de composition (code concours, code épreuve, spécialité, y compris le numéro 
d’inscription communiqué dans leur convocation). 
 
- L’usage de la calculatrice, d’un dictionnaire, de tout autre document est interdit.  
 
- Les candidats ne doivent pas faire de marge sur leur copie. 
 
- Les candidats ne doivent faire apparaître aucun signe distinctif dans la copie, ni leur 
nom ou un nom fictif, ni signature ou paraphe. 
 
- Pour rédiger, seul l’usage d’un stylo à bille noir ou bleu est autorisé. L’utilisation d’une 
autre couleur, pour écrire ou souligner, pouvant être considérée comme un signe 
distinctif proscrit. 
 
- Aucun liquide blanc ni ruban correcteur ne doit être employé, cela peut empêcher la 
numérisation de la copie et par conséquent sa correction. Les ratures propres à la règle 
sont préférables. 
 
- Les feuilles de brouillon ou tout autre document ne sont pas considérés comme faisant 
partie de la copie et ne feront pas l’objet d’une correction. 
 

Le non-respect des règles ci-dessus peut entraîner une sanction par le jury. 
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EU rules for vessel sharing – reducing environmental impact and 
increasing efficiency for global trade        4 October 2022          ics-
shipping.org 
 
Brussels, 4 October 2022 – To serve as many ports and customers as possible, 
as efficiently as possible, international ocean carriers often share space on 
vessels. Vessel sharing benefiting the EU is regulated through the Consortia 
Block Exemption Regulation (CBER), which expires in April 2024 and is now 
under review by the European Commission’s DG COMP. The World Shipping 
Council (WSC), the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), and the Asian Ship 
owners' Association (ASA) have submitted their input to the European 
Commission, calling for a renewal of the CBER and demonstrating how vessel 
sharing contributes to the EU policy goals of reducing transport emissions, 
increasing competitiveness and improving efficiency to reduce costs. 
 
Vessel sharing is a purely operational measure that enables carriers to use ships 
more efficiently whilst continuing to compete on price and other commercial 
terms. Vessel sharing expands the range of destinations and services available 
to customers and reduces empty space onboard ships, lowering emissions. The 
CBER facilitates vessel sharing by providing a sector-specific legal framework. 
“From an operational and environmental perspective, vessel sharing is like 
public transport and car-pooling schemes: seeking to maximise efficiency and 
reduce emissions through the shared use of transport assets and infrastructure, 
significantly reducing emissions per unit of cargo transported,” says Yuichi 
Sonoda, Secretary General of Asian Ship owners Association. 
 
The Commission’s evaluation of the CBER takes place against the backdrop of 
an unprecedented global crisis. COVID-19 disrupted the intermodal supply 
chain worldwide, creating substantial bottlenecks at marine terminals, inland 
warehouses and distribution centres, and in the truck, rail, and barge systems 
that connect ports with the hinterland. Those landside issues in turn caused 
back-ups of ships outside of ports, significantly reducing the effective vessel 
capacity even as ocean carriers deployed every available owned and chartered 
containership. Reliability suffered and prices increased. 
“The frustration that shippers have understandably experienced from service 
delays and increased cost has been channelled towards carriers, their vessel 
sharing arrangements, and the regulatory tools which facilitate such 
arrangements, including the CBER. But data shows and regulators concur that 
the problems were caused by factors outside carriers’ control and not by vessel 
sharing,” says John Butler, President  & CEO of World Shipping Council. 
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“Vessel sharing is a tool that has been recognized by regulators around the 
world as providing a foundation for the reliable movement of international 
trade. As we come out of the pandemic and markets normalise, we need 
common and predictable regulations across the globe in order to help 
transportation and trade networks to stabilise,” says Guy Platten, Secretary 
General of the International Chamber of Shipping.  
The CBER is an essential regulatory tool that yields significant benefits to the 
EU, with no downside from a competition or consumer welfare perspective. The 
European Commission should uphold the CBER, to ensure continued efficient 
and competitive ocean transport for European shippers and consumers, while 
meeting climate goals. Whilst EU Block Exemption Regulations for consortia 
have been continuously in place since 1995, the Commission first adopted the 
CBER in its current form in 2009. It was adopted for a period of five years and, 
since then, it has been extended twice following Commission evaluations (first 
in 2014 and again in 2020). The CBER is due to expire on 25 April 2024 unless 
the present Evaluation results in a further extension. It provides a clear legal 
framework within which ocean carriers can set up vessel sharing arrangements 
(VSAs) to improve operational efficiency without risking breach of competition 
laws. 
 
 The CBER: 
 
• Applies only for ocean carriers with a combined market share of below 30% 
 
• Allows for vessel sharing agreements only, to improve service and efficiency 
 
• Strictly prohibits exchange of information on rates. Each member of a VSA 
determines its own commercial terms, including prices. 
 
• Carriers within a VSA compete with each other, and with other carriers outside 
of that VSA, when selling their services to customers. Additionally, carriers offer 
and add their own services outside of VSAs 
 
About World Shipping Council 
 
The World Shipping Council is the united voice of liner shipping, working with 
policymakers and industry groups to shape the future growth of a socially 
responsible, environmentally sustainable, safe, and secure shipping industry. 
We are a non profit trade association with offices in Brussels, Singapore and 
Washington, D.C. The WSC has observer status at the UN IMO.  
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About ASA 
 
As one of the important shipping organisations in the world, it consists of 
members from the ship owners’ associations of Asia Pacific nations, i.e. 
Australia, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Chinese Taipei and Federation of 
ASEAN Ship owners' Associations (FASA), consisting of Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. The ASA 
membership together is estimated to control about 52% of the world merchant 
fleet today. 
 
About ICS 
 
The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal international trade 
association for merchant ship owners and operators, representing all sectors 
and trades and over 80% of the world merchant fleet. 


